


 

 

 
 
 
 

  
From V.P. Technical:  
 
 
 
 

              
           Grant Roberts - Roberts Mechanical  

 
Thank You Grant! 

                  

I would like to thank Grant Roberts, with Roberts 
Mechanical Equipment for being our guest speakers at 
the January 9, 2008 training session.  The topic of the 
seminar was Combustion Air and Venting for Water 
Heaters.  The presentation outlined the ANSI 
categorization as it relates to acceptable vent material, 
“rules of thumb” for determining type of vent, how 
efficiency directly correlates to the vent material, how 
to measure your vent run accurately, most common 
code violations, and solutions to challenging venting 
and combustion air applications. 
 
The February 13, 2008 seminar topic will be Fire 
Protection Systems.  The speaker will be Todd 
Stevens, with Viking Corporation.  Todd is a National 
Technical Representative of the Technical Service 
Department with 9-years of experience in the fire 
protection business. 
 
Please confirm your reservation for this seminar by 
noon of Friday, February 8, 2008 with Kevin Noble at 
knoble@sbmce.com.  If you have any questions and/or 
comments about the seminars, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at jvarga@sbmce.com.   
 
John A. Varga 
V.P. Technical, Cleveland Chapter 

From the President (Continued):  
 
 
Plumbing Systems & Design Magazine  (PS&D) is currently looking for plumbing engineers and designers to serve 
as technical editors. Editors will work with managing editor to ensure technical accuracy of the articles. Journalism 
experience is preferred but not required. If you are interested please contact Managing Editor Gretchen Pienta at 
gpienta@aspe.org. Technical editors receive a small stipend for all completed reviews. 
 
National Engineers Week is February 17-23!  The Cleveland Chapter would like to acknowledge the activities of 
our Members or Companies. If you or your Company are sponsoring an event we would love to hear about it! Events 
will be featured in the March edition of the Newsletter.   
 
The latest newsletter and Chapter information has been posted on our web site. The site can be accessed at 
www.clevelandaspe.org. 
  
Reminder:  We need to provide an accurate head count to Harry’s Steakhouse for those who will be attending the 
next Plumbing Training Session.  Please send in your RSVP via email to Kevin Noble at knoble@sbmce.com no later 
than noon on Friday, February 8th.  If you do not RSVP by this time, we cannot guarantee that a meal or handout will 
be reserved for you.   
 
 
 
Michael Drab, 
President, Cleveland Chapter 
 



 

 

From V.P. Legislative:  
 
 

As the VP Legislative officer of the Cleveland Chapter, it is my responsibility to 
inform the members of any code changes that may be in the works.  Right now there 
are no published changes that I am aware of.  Since there is nothing new to report, I 
thought I would give you a little history lesson on the creation and development of 
the Ohio Building Code.  Here is an edited version of that timeline:   

 
• The first building code written for application throughout the State of Ohio was 

started in 1911 when the Ohio legislature passed an act providing for a building 
code to regulate the construction, repair, alterations, additions, sanitation and fire 
protection for public buildings. 

 
• From 1913 to 1921 the Division of Workshops and Factories was the enforcement agency for the partial 

code. The code was also supplemented by rules of the Industrial Commission. 
 

• 1921 - The Department of Industrial Relations was created with the Industrial Commission being attached to 
a new department for administrative purposes.   
 

• 1934 - The Industrial Commission became a separate department under the direct control of the Governor. 
This left the Department of Industrial Relations with the Division of Workshops and Factories to administer 
the building code but without rule making power. 

 
• The rules of the Industrial Commission which supplemented the still incomplete codes were declared invalid 

for enforcement purposes. During this period there was a Board of Building Standards.  The Board had the 
authority only to declare a particular material, fixture or device equivalent to that specified in the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
• In the early 1950’s the legislature directed the Ohio Program Commission to set up a committee to prepare a 

comprehensive building code. The building code in existence in Ohio from 1911 was a statuary code. Each 
of its provisions was specifically enacted by the legislature as a section of the Ohio Revised Code. This 
procedure required that every amendment or addition to the code must also await action by the legislature 
and work its way through the legislative process to final enactment. 

 
• A "new" code was formulated and submitted to the General Assembly in 1953 for consideration.  The bill, as 

presented, contained some 830 pages and there was strong opposition from industry.  
 

• 1955 - The Ohio General Assembly passed enabling legislation making it possible to formulate a building 
code by administrative procedures. This legislation created the Ohio Board of Building Standards.  

 
• 1973 - The Ohio Building Officials Association (OBOA) requested the Board of Building Standards to adopt a 

national model code in place of the Ohio Building Code (OBC).  
 

• 1976 - OBOA again requested the Board to adopt one of the national model building codes. The Board 
instructed staff to compare the ICBO Uniform Code, the BOCA National Code, and the SBCCI Southern 
Standard Code.  
 

• 1977 - The Board held a series of open hearings to get input from the building construction industry and from 
the code enforcement agencies.  
 

• 1978 - The Board of Building Standards decided to use the BOCA National Building and Mechanical Model 
Codes. Staff changed those sections of the basic model codes that conflicted with the Ohio Revised Code to 
bring it into compliance with the General Assembly’s legislation.  A public hearing was held and the Board 
adopted the BOCA codes as the Ohio Basic Building Codes on September 29, 1978. The Board set an 
effective date of July 1, 1979, for the OBBC.  The date was set to allow the building construction industry, 
design professionals, and enforcement agencies to familiarize and educate themselves concerning the code. 
The Board also made several major changes to the original adoption in May and June, 1979 as a result of 
industry input.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KTA Group, Inc. a leading engineering firm with offices in 
Herndon, VA; Washington, DC; Vienna, VA; Exton, PA; 
Blountville, TN; Winston Salem, NC; and Sarasota, FL
currently has immediate openings for Mid and Senior Level 
Plumbing Designers for their Herndon, VA office. 
 
• Mid-Level candidate should have 6-12 years experience and 
be competent with base building design and tenant fit-outs. 
• Senior Level candidate should have 15+ years experience 
and be competent with institutional facilities such as health 
care facilities and schools. 
 
KTA Group was founded in 1989 as an engineering design 
and consulting firm with an emphasis on healthcare design. 
We soon expanded our client base with the design of
commercial interiors, telecommunications spaces, mission 
critical spaces, federal/local government and educational 
facilities. Holding registrations in 47 states and the District of 
Columbia, we are a nationally recognized leader in 
Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing engineering design. In 
addition to MEP design, we also provide commissioning
services and third party code review. 
 
KTA offers a competitive compensation and benefits package 
that includes flexible work schedules, paid holidays, vacation 
and sick leave, medical insurance, 401K, bonuses, in-house 
training, education reimbursement and a challenging 
environment for career advancement. For additional 
information please visit www.ktagroup.com. 
 
Please forward resume to careers@ktagroup.com or fax to 
703-935-7586. 

From V.P. Legisl ative (Continued):  
 

• The enforcement agency at the State level allowed plans to be submitted between July 1, 1979 and 
September 30, 1979 under either OBC (the outgoing code) or under OBBC, the new code. This allowed for a 
smooth transition. 

 
• Since that time the Ohio Board of Building Standards adopted building code requirements based upon the 

BOCA model code documents and the Board’s staff modified them to be consistent with Ohio law.  
 

• 1994 - The International Code Council (ICC) was established as a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
developing a single set of comprehensive and coordinated national model construction codes.  The founders 
of the ICC are Building Officials and Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA), International 
Conference of Building Officials (ICBO), and Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc. (SBCCI).  

 
• 1998 - The Board of Building Standards began using the ICC model code documents as the basis for the 

OBC and the OMC. The International Building Code (IBC) was published in January 2000 and was adopted 
as the basis for the Ohio Building Code effective in January 2002. 
 

• The ICC is still used today as the basis of the OBC and OMC.   
 

If you are interested, the complete article that recounts the history of the code can be found on the Ohio Department 
of Commerce website. 
 
Mitch Clemente, CPD 
V.P. Legislative 
 



 

M A S T R O I A N N I  &  A S S O C I A T E S,  I N C. 
MANUFACTURER REPRESENTATIVES OF PRODUCTS FOR THE MECHANICAL TRADES 

 
 
 

PACO PUMPS…………………………………………….. www.paco-pumps.com  
• End Suction & In-Line  Centrifugal Pumps 
• Horizontal Split Case  
• Condensate Pumps LoNPSH Pumps 
• Water Booster Systems  

• Regenerative Turbine Pumps  
• Sump Pumps  
• Sewage Ejectors 
• Boiler Feed Pumps 

  

RUNTAL…………………………………………………… www.runtalnorthamerica.com  
• Architectural & Custom Perimeter Heating • Hot Water & Steam Radiators 

  

MUELLER…………………………………………………. www.spxvalves.com  
• Triple Duty Valves  
• Check  &  Butterfly Valves  

• Strainers 
• Suction Diffusers 

  

PURE HUMIDIFIER………………………………………. www.purehumidifier.com  
• Steam & Electric Self-Generating Humidifiers  

  

VIBRATION ELIMINATOR ………………………………. www.veco-ny.com  
• Spring Isolators  &  Rubber-in-Shear Isolators 
• Vibration Rails and Bases  
• Roof Curb Isolators  

• Neoprene Pads  
• Inertia Bases  
• Floating Floors 

  

HYSPAN/BARCO ………………………………………… www.hyspan.com  
• Ball Joints (For Pipe Expansion & Movement) 
• Venturi Flow Measuring System Portable 

• Fixed Read-out Meters 
 

  

TIGERFLOW………………………………………………. www.tigerflow.com  
• Domestic Water Booster Packages 
• Heat Exchanger Packages  

• Variable Flow Pump Packages 
 

  

THRUSH…………………………………………………… www.thrushco.com  
• End Suction & In-Line Pumps • Heat Exchangers 

  

NEXUS……………………………………………………... www.nexusvalve.com  
• Combination Balance Valves  • Coil Piping Packages 

  

JOHN WOOD COMPANY……………………………….. www.johnwood.com  
• Air Separators  • Expansion Tanks 

  

GRAHAM…………………………………………………... www.graham-mfg.com  
• Plate & Frame Heat Exchangers  • Instantaneous Water Heaters 

  

VALUE ENGINEERED PRODUCTS…………………… www.valueng.com  
• Pre-Insulated Pipe Supports  

  

METRAFLEX……………………………………………… www.metraflex.com  
• Flexible Connectors: Rubber, Stainless Steel & Teflon  
• Flexible Metal Hose Expansion Joints & Compensators 

• Butterfly Valves Flow Meters  
• MetraLoops  &  FireLoops 
• MetraSeals  &  FireSeals  (pipe to wall seals) 

• Pipe Guides  
• Check Valves  
• Air Vents  
• Strainers  

 
 

Please Contact: Frank Mastroianni Joe O�Neill 
 fmastroianni@mastroiannihvac.com joeoneill@mastroiannihvac.com 

7601 FIRST PLACE DR. STE A13 * CLEVELAND, OHIO 44146 * (440) 786-1100 FAX  786-1103 



 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

T&S plumbing products represented in Cleveland by:
Midwest Spec – 513-353-9191 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Society of Plumbing Engineers    
Cleveland Chapter 
PO Box 5962 
Cleveland, Ohio  44101-0962 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     
 
 
                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
         
                     
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       Local Chapters are not authorized to speak for the Society 


